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WINUTES OF THE GENESEE ASSOCIATION 
YOR 1627. 

The ministers and delegates composing the Gene- 
see Association of Universalists, met according to 
adjournment, in Benton, Yates county, N. Y. Septem- 
ber 26, and opencd the council with prayer by br, 
O. Ackley. 


1. Chose br. Hollis Saispson Moderator, and br. } 


W. 1. Reese Clerk. 

2. Voted, that brs. J. S. Flagler, 1. Whitcall, and 
A. Peck, residing out of the territorial limits of this 
Association, te udmitled as members of the Countil 
daring its precent session. 

3. Proceesded to read the letters from societies, and 
examine the credentials of delegates ; when the fol- 
lowing brethren were found to compose the council : 

Ministering brethren.—Hollis Sampson, Parma, 
Monroe county, N. Y.; J. 8. Flagler, Scipio, Cayuga 
evunty, N. Y.; C. Morton, Barre, N. Y.; H. Roberts, 
West-Bloomfield, Ontario county, N. Y.; L. S. Eve- 
rett, Aubura, N. Y.; O. Ackley, «Hopewell, N. Y.; 
I. Whituall, Skaneatles, N. Y.; Alfred Peck, Freedo- 
wia, N. ¥.; W. 1. Reese, West-Mendon, N Y.; L. 
Knapp, Brighton, N. Y. 

Lay Delegates—S. Porter, Lima: Orin Miller and 
J. Beaver, Victor: F. N. Bradford, Perrinton; J. 
Smith and A. Wyman, Ortario: Reuben Gaze anid 
Ezra Rice, Benton: J. Kibbe, York: E.Cook and 
E. 8. Daton, Penfield: Geo. Richmond and Pau! 
Fuller, Riga: Wm. Canfield and S. Parkhurst, Hope- 
well: L. Talmadge, Parma. 

4. Received requests from the societies in Roches 
ter, York, Victor and Benton, to be admitted into the 
fellowship of the Association. Granted their several 
requests, 

5. Repaired to the house of worship, and attended 
divine service in the following order : 

A. M. Introdactory prayer by br. J. S. Flagler ;— 
Sermon by br. L. Knapp: text, Isa. xxviii. 16, Con- 
cluding prayer by br. W. I. Reese. 

P. M. Introductory prayer by br. I. Whitnall ;— 
Sermon by br. J.5. Flagler: text, Prov. xi.30. Con- 
cluding prayer by br. C. Morton. 

6. Appointed brs. H.Sampson,O Ackley, and L. 
Koapp, a Committee to receive requests for letters of 
Fellowship and Ordination. 

7. Heard the report ofthe Committee of Discipline 
for the last year, who presented no cause of complaint 
as having occurred during their term of service. 

%. Voted, that brs. H. Sampson, O. Ackley, und W. 
i. Reese, be a Committee of Discipline for the ensuing 


ear. 
. 9. Voted, that this Association be hereafter held on 
the pimst Wednesday and Thursday of September, 
annually. 

10, Adjourned, to meet on Thursday morning at 8 
o'clock. Met according to adjournment and opened 
the Council with prayer by br. H. Reberts. 

11. The subject of a Convention bemg introduced 
und candidly discussed, it was voted uzanimously, that 
this Association disapprove of the ‘“* New York State 
Convention of Universalists.” 

12. Voted, that this Association do not wish to have 


13. On application of bre 1. Whatwall, who had 
withdrawn from the Central Association; voted, that 
he be received into the fellowship of this Association. 

14. Repaired to the house of worship, and attended, 
divine service in the fullowing order :* 

A. M. Introductory prayer by br. &. Sampson ;— 
; Sermon by br. W.1. Reese: text, Rom.v. 11. Can, 
} cluding ptayer by br. A. Peck. 

P. M. Introductory prayer by br. L. S. Everett ;— 
Sermon by br. H. Sampsen : text, St. John, vi. 37-38, 
Customary addresses by br. L. §. Everett.—Cenclué- 
ing prayer by br. J. S.-Plagler. 

15, Appointed a committee of four, consisting of 
brs. H. Sampson, and }. Whitnall, Miniséers ; and brs, 
Talmadge and Parkhurst, Laymen, to attend the Con. 
feyence at Auburn on the third Wednesday and Thurs» 
| day of October next, to take into consideration the 
agitated question of the proposed Convention. 

16. Appointed brs, C, Morton, and W. I. Reese, a 
committee to visit the Cayuga Association te meet in 
the town of Venice (formerly Scipio) on the first 
Wedaesday and Thursday of October next; Brs. H. 
Sampson, and W.I. Reese. to visit the Chautavque 
Association to meet at Fredoniacn tha lest U7 ga. 4, 
day and Thursday of October next: Br. O. Ackley, to 
attend the Central Association to meet at Fly Creek 
on the first Wednesday and ‘Thursday in June next: 
Br, H. Sampson to visit the Black Rever Association, 
te meet on the second Wednesday and kar: ‘oy in 
June next: andbr W. {. Reese to visit tu. Chenango 

Association, to meet at Greene, the last Wednesday 
and Thursday in August next. 

17. Voted, unanimously, that the thanks of this 
Association be presented to the Baptist Church and 
Society in Benton, for their kindness in epening theiz 
meeting house for our use during this session, 

18. Appointed br. W. I. Reese, a standing clerk for , 
this Association for the ensuing year. 

19. Appointed br. L. S. Everett, to prepare the 
Minutes of this session for the press, and accompany 
the same with a Circular Letter to the brethren. 

20. Voted, that the Minutesand Circulsr Letter be 
published in the Gospel Advocate. 

21. Adjourned, to meet at the Centre of York, 
Livingston county, N. Y. on the first Wednesday and 
following Thursday in September, 1828. 

Prayer and Benediction by br. O. Ackley. 

H. Sampson, Moderatar. 
W.1. Reese, Clerk. 
CIRCULAR L 
To the Ministers, Delegates; Churches and Societies, 
belonging to the Genesce Assosiation of Untversal- 
ists; and to brethren of the Abrdhamick faith t6 
whom the grace of God hath appeared. 

BrLoveD BretuRes :—God, in his good provi« 
dence, having aguin favoured us with an opportunity 
to meet in annual couneil, I am instructed to commue 








* Besides the discourses delivered on the days of the 
session, six others, at different places, were attended: 
in the evenings of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thuraday, 
in that vicinity. Brs. Sampson, Peck, Whitnall, Eves 





aconrention of any kind at present, 
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rett, and Reese, officiated on those ocvasions. __ 
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nicate to you such intelligence as has been received 
regarding the advancement of our Zion in the region 
embraced in the territorial boundaries of this associa- 
tion ; and to inform you of what, In the estimation of 
your brethren of the council, will be promotive of the 
spread of truth, the establishment of peace, and the 
increase of righteousness within our borders. 


By refering to the minutes of our proveedings, which 
accompany this letter, you will find that minister- 
ing brethren, whose livesyare devoted to the cause of 
Christ, and whose labours are generally approved, 
owned and blessed, were present on the happy occa- 
sion, and took part in the active duties and delibera- 
tions of the council. It is with much pleasure that 
‘we inform you our consultations were attended with 
peace. The utmost harmony and good will prevailed 
during the session, and no rogt of bitterness was per- 
mitted to spring up to mar our happiness or dishonour 
our profession. 

" The publick exercises of the occasion were charac- 
terized by a good degree of perspicuity, a suitable 
seriousness, and were attended by demonstration and 
power. The several discourses were heard with de- 
vout attention, and apparently, received into good and 
honest hearts. A respectable congregation attended, 
and evinced their readiness to hear the truth, and a 
disposition to improve the word of life by a well order- 
ed conformity to its moral requisitions. Gratitude to 
God, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and love to all 
mankind, seemed to be the predominating emotions in 
every heart. 

Four new societies, which had previously been or- 
ganized accordiug to law, were received into fellow- 
ship; and it was peculiarly gratifying to learn, that 
each society represented in council, was in a prosper- 
ous condition, having been owned and blessed by the 
Master of assemblies. It is believed that no diminu- 
tion, but rather an increase of zeal exists among the 
brethren; and, judging from present appearances, 
we conclude, that a firm resolution has been very 
generally adopted by our brethren, to persevere in the 
good cause of truth and holiness, until our endeavours 
to emancipate the world from mental bondage, and 
deliver mankind from sin, misery, ecclesiastical op- 
pression, clerical domination, the slavery of errour— 
the death of the soul, shall be crowned by the God of 
Israel with a glorious triumph. 

The subject of a Convention was deliberately and 
candidly discussed in council ; and a free expression of 
the sentiments of the brethren was given by an unani- 
mous vote disapprobating the New-York State Con- 
vention. It was further voted with but one dissenting 
voice, that a convention of any kind is not needed 
under existing circumstances to secure union and har- 
mony among us. It should, however, be remarked, 
that some are undoubtedly willing, at any time when 
” it shall become expedient, to have a convention or 
general council organized, provided it coyld be com- 
posed of delegates from the respective ass0ciations to 
be selected by the unrestricté# will of their constitu- 


ite Bot wy Limitations or restrictions upon the | 





freedom of the, brethren, will doubtless be repugnant 
to the feelings of every member of the association, and 
detrimental to the cause of mental und spiritual liberty. 

Delegates were appointed to meet with others from 
sister associations at Auburn on the third Wednesday 
in October next, (now present,) to confer on the sub- 
ject of a convention ; and the brethren throughout this 
part of the heritage. will look with deep solicitude’to 
the result of thei: deliberations. Much good, it is 
hoped, will result from a candid consideration of the 
subject; and it may be confidently expected, that such 
measures will be recommended, as shall be adapted to 
the restoration of more perfect harmony among us, 
and the perpetuation of that unexampled prosperity 
which has hitherto attended our exertions. 

Having adverted to the more important doings of 
the association, it remains to recommend to the differ- 
ent societies and individuals within the jurisdiction of 
this association, such measures as in our opinion are 
calculated to subszerve the interests of our Zion, 

It is therefore affectionately recommended to the 
brethren composing the different societies in fellow- 
ship, to give increased attention to a wholesome and 
Christian discipline. Such is the frailty of human 
nature, that any cause, however good in itself, may 
suffer from the want of attention to the means necessa- 
ry to promote good urder in societies. Social compacts 
are designed to promote improvement, a knowledge of 
the truth, and a growth in grace among the members, 
by concentrating the wisdom of the wise, and the pru- 
dence of the prudent, that an union of the wisdom of 
the many may be felt by each individual within its 
influence. Hence, unless the body be kept pure, anc 
a zealous attention be paid to the conduct of each 
member of a society, the vbject cannot be obtained.—- 
And beside all this, should a laxity of discipline pre- 
vail, the world which has fixed its scrutinizing eye 
upon us, will be likely to discover our faults and 
charge them upon the doctrine we profess. 

The comparative infancy of our cause, the rapid ac- 
cession of believers, the diversity of opinion necessarily 
existing among usin consequence of the prejudices of 
education, and impressions received in early life, as 
well as a prevalent and well grounded apprehension, 
that we, like other denominations, may adopt a tov 
rigid policy, are so many causes of any want of regu- 
larity and discipline that may be recognized in our 
order. But these impediments, it is believed, may be 
removed by mutual concessions on all subjects of minor 
importance, and a prudent adaptation of proper means 
to the great end in view. It is therefore, respectfully 
suggested, that societies should be composed of such as 
are truly moral and have the good of the cause at 
heart. And none should be permitted to take upon 
themselvesthe name of Christ, but such as give evi- 
dence of sincere intentions to do honour to the profes- 
sion; for it is not the number, but the character of 
professors, that constitutes the criterion by which we 
are to judge of our prosperity. 

The moral duties and religious obligations which 
devolve upou ys all, are so genemally understood, thet 



































































GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


R15 











in recommending their particular observance it is not 
necessary to enumerate them. While those who be- 
lieve in the doctrine of limited grace, feel themselves 
bound tolove God and keep his commandments, how 
much ought we to strive to walk blameless in all 
things. Believing, as we do, that God first loved us— 
that the way of transgressors is hard—that in keeping 
the cimmandments there is a great reward—in a 
word, that virtue and peace, are inseparably connect- 
ed; how great are the inducements for us to deny 
ungodliness? ‘We rejoice in believing that a full as- 
sent of the mind, to the doctrine we profess, has ever 
produced the most desirable consequences; and this 
consoling consideration is esteemed as an earnest of 
greater improvements in morals and religion than have 
ever yet been realized. 

A liberal support of a preached word, we confident- 
ly believe, will be instrumental in promoting the ten- 
der charities of Christianity. Thus believing, it be- 
comes aduty!to recommend to your particular atten- 
tion your ministering brethren. It is nut our desire 
that you should injure yourselves or them, by an inju- 
dicious bestowment of your temporal favours; but 
after having satisfied yourselves of their usefulness in 
building up the cause of God and of truth, it is yonr 
duty to see that their wanis are supplied. 

No man can deny that preachers of the impartial 
grace of God are called to endure reproach and many 
indignities on account of their profession ; nor will it 
be pretended that, as a class of people, they aspire after 
forbidden emoluments. Be entreated then, brethren, 
to feed them when hungry, to clothe them with the 
products of your flocks, when necessary; and, by 
your suitably generous gifts, keep them from an expo- 


sure to the untold mortifications and miseries of un- | 


commiserated indigence. By so doing you will enable 
them, with more devotedness, with more confidence, 
and with more resolution, to combat the unseemly 
errours of the world, and propagate the sublime doc- 
trines and precepts of the gospel of God. 

Finally, brethren, we presume to tender you our 
regard and unabated affection; praying Almighty 


ed good for us that he has not given us the 
means to accomplish both in the natural and 
moral world.— Burke. 


—_—X—X—X—X—X_ eee 
ORs:GiNAL COMMUNCATIONS. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Eprror, 


The following extract from “ The Muttiat 
Rights,” &c. a work published in Baltimore, 
by the reformed Methodists, breathes so much 
liberality and good sense, that I think it will be 
profitable to the readers of the Advocate, and 
hence forward it for insertion. The work is 
, in opposition to Episcopacy, and is ably cor 
| ducted. After making some remarks for the® 
| purpose of calling the publick attention to the 
| subject, and pointing out the evils arising from 
| personal influence in the establishment of 
church discipline instead of forming * our 
| decision according to the quality of the subject 
' and the conclusiveness of the evidence,” the 

authour observes :—If the above account of 
| reform be correct, then, while trath is in pro- 
| gress, enlightening the publick mind, the work 
is substantially goingon. In Jue time it will 
| produce its practical effects : an alteration wil} 
| take place in the publick will, and the com- 
| munity will feel itself prepared to act, in the 
| production of all wholesome amendments to 
| church government. We need not be uneasy 
| because such amendments are not now made, 
| hor be anxious concerning the time when they 
| shail be made ; for while truth is in a state of 
advancement, and a disposition is kept up in 
| the publick to appreciate, and defend good 


} 


| principles, the cause is safe, and is most surely 
| tending to its consummation. 


‘¢ The business of reformers is one and un- 
divided. Does it consist in confining our at- 

| tention solely to a lay delegation, as though 
| the whole cause of reform consisted in this 
No: it consists in the illustration 


' 


| alone ? 


| and defence of all righteous principles, by a 


Love to bless you with all temporal and spiritual bless- | Hroner exhibition of truth to the human un- 
ings. May you each and all, enjoy the smiles of your | derstanding, A lay delegation is one of its 
Redeemer from day to day, until the year shall have | principles, but not the only one; and this 


brought about another happy anniversary convocation; 


| should be kept in constant conjunction with 


then, if Heaven permit, may we again be allowed to | the great axioms which are essential to a genu- 


confirm each other’s hope in God; from thence: for- 
ward, from year to year, may our faith in impartial 
goodness be more and more established, until, when 
called to bid adieu to sublunary things, we may, with- 
out a doubting emotion, tread with joy and confidence 
the valley of the shadow of death, and, realizing all 
our blissful expectations, go home to our God, our 
Father, and our eternal Friend. 
By order of the Association. 
MNES OE ORS 
There is nothing in the world really bene- 
ficial, that does not lie within the reach of an 
informed understanding, and a well directed 
pursuit. ‘There is nothing that God has judg- 


L. 8S. Everett. 


ine reformation. That the reader may have 
the subject before him, im one view, let us here 
lay down seventeen propositions, all essential- 
ly included in the cause of reform. 

I. Proposition. ‘'The written word of God 
is the only rule, and the sufficient rule, both 
of our FaITH and practice”—Methodist Dis- 
cipline, page 80. 


Il. Truth will never contradict itself, and 
a candid attention to evidence will never give 
errour an advantage over it in any intelligent 
mind ; therefore, the supposition, that it is 
dangerous for people to use their reason, ina 





candid attention to evidence, is utterly fétee, 
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and may be justly regagded as an invention of 
ecclesiastical tyranny. 

III. It is the mght and the duty of every 
wean. aitentively and can idly to inform his 
mind-as extensively as he can, concerning all 
Sabsects on which his happiness depends. 

LV. Itisthe right and the duty of every 
man, after finding the truth, or honestiy be- 
Jieving he has found it, to use all the means 


ja his power that are calculated to communi- | 


tate a knowledge of it to his tellow creatures. 

V., AH civil or ecclesiastical attempts to 
take away those rights from any man, or any 
uumber of men, are tyrannical; and such tyran- 
By 1S UNJUST, UNREASONABLE, and IRRELI- 
SIous. 

Vi. Bicorry and partiaxiry are constitu- 
ent principles of MoRxAL EVIL, contrary to truc 
religion, and as inconsistent with al! Christian 
Morality, as PRIDE, ENVY OF CUVETOUSNESS. 

VII. All that course of strat,6em or policy 
which aims to conceal the truth from men, by 
taking advantage of their ignorance, their 
passions or their fears, has in it the essence of 
Lyine, and ought to be discouraged among all 
people, as having a pernicious influence upon 
the best ipterests uf society. 


VIII. The kingdom of the Lord Jesus is 
not of this world; its design is to subdue the 
matevolent affections of man, to transform him 
into the divine nature, and thus to fit him for 
eternal happiness; therefore, all attempts to 
change our Saviour’s system of religious dis- 
Cipline, and to convert it into a temporal or 
worldly dominion, are utterly unchristian, and 
destructive of the gracious ends he had in view 
in coming into the world. 

1X. Whe church should be suéject to Christ 
in every thing, and be governed by uis Law to 
the end of the world; there being no human 
authority to make any other rules and regula- 
tions, in the church, than such by-laws as are 
necessary to carry into effect the es-ential laws 
of Christianity. 

X. Gospel ministers are not only publick 
feachers.o! religivus truih, but alsu executive 
efficers, authorized to govern the church, by 
rightfully executing the daw of Christ, aud such 
by-rules as are necessary to carry it into effect 
tegether with an equitable proportion of legis- 
lative authority ihe church has no right to 
give her ministers higher authority than th’s, 
end they have no right to any such assump 
tion. For them to assume undue veneration, 
derived sulely from their ofice, regardless of 
the rectitude of character, 1s one among the 
most wicked and dangerous impositions upon 
poankind. 

XI. Private members of the church as well 
as ministers, have a right to an agency in 
making ai] Christian rules dnd regulations by 
which they are tobe governed; because they 
Dave a right to maintain and guard the privi- 





leges granted to them by 
Redeemer. 

XU. For ministers or members of the 
church to be arrested by the lawless caprice of 
an officer, or expelled without being convicted 
ot the breach of any law, is an abandonment 
ofall church government, and may be regard- 
ed as the most tyrannical concentration of 
anarchy and despotism. 

XIII. Hl ecclesiastical bodies are respon- 
sible to God, in their social capacity, for their 
official acts; and forthem to make laws for 
the expulsion of members not founded upon 
the law of Christ, is to act upon independent 
authority, and officially to renounce their 
allegiance to the Supreme Governor of the 
church. 

XIV. All people who believe the record 
which God gave of his Son, and who, from 
the influence of that faith sincerely labour to 
obey the gospel, are Christ’s true disciples, 
and ought to be acknowledged ; therefore, all 
sectarian policy, legislation or intrigue, in- 
tended merely to rival, degrade or destroy 
other Christian sects, is unchristian, and ought 
to be discouraged in every religious denomina- 
tion. 

XV. Ignorance and errovr are the great 
promoters of sin and misery among mankind ; 
and the maxim that general ignorance is ad- 
vantageous, as the mother of devotion, had its 
origin sn the darkest regions of ecclesiastical 
despotism and imposition. 

XVi. itis possible for publick investiga- 
tion or controversy to be carried on without 
being connected with bitter and malignant 
passions ; and such discussion for controversy, 
rightly conducted, far from being injurious, is 
highly beneficial to mankind. 

XVil. The human mind in its intellectual 
inquiries, hasa right to progress without any 
restrictions other than those of truth and 
evidence; all religious truth is to be ascertain- 
ed and determined by the light of reason and 
revelation, which should never be suspended 
or set aside by the mere decisions of human 
authority.” 


-<--- SO er ee een pene 


their benevolent 





ce okie 
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In my last, J] purposed further to notice 
some of the proceedings at the Bible Class 
meetings in this village. ‘The passage intro- 
duced on the evening following, for explana- 
tion, now to be noticed. 1s recorded in Rom. 
y. } th, ** Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon ali men to condemnation : 
even su. by the righteousness of one, the free 
gift came aon ail men unto justification of 
hfe.” ‘Time would fail me to notice all the 
exertions, the indefatigable zeal manifested 
at this time to evade the obvious meaning of 
the passage. 1 will. however, notice a Intle 
ot the minister’s ingenuity ; and in doing this, 
I shall endeavour not to misrepresen!. ut will 
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substance of his argu- 


nnn 


notice the import or 
ment. 

It was admitted by the minister, that the 
term ail in the 18th verse, signified all men 
without exception; but then we were not to 
infer that all those who were included in the 
Jast clause of the verse would receive that 
abundance of grace, and gift of righteousness 
which effects complete and ultimate salvation. 
To make this appear, he has reference to the 
preceding verse—* For if, by one man’s of- 
fence, death reigned by one ; much more they 
which receive abundance of grace, and of the 
gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by one 
Jesus Christ.” Now,” says the minister, 
‘who are they which receive abundance of 
graco and of the gift of righteousness ! Ch ist 
jans. 
sinners, will receive abundance of grace be- 
cause Christians do? Are we to infer this? 
When the apostle says, ‘ They which receive 
abundance of grace;’ meaning Christians, 


shall we infer that all receive abundance of | 


grace because Christians do 1’ 


Now the reader will perceive that the ob- | 


ject of the minister seems to be tu impress on 
the minds of the hearers, that the terms— 
** they which receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness,” é&c. implies a 
complete salvation ; but are applicable only 
to the elect, or to a part of the human family : 
Notwithstanding, all the apostic had said in 
the rest of the chapter to the contrary : not- 
withstanding the apostle expressed the matter 
in terms which could not be misunderstood, 


that those who were made sinners by the diso- | 


bedience of Adam, should be made righteous 
by the obedience of Christ. But the words— 
They which receive abundance of race," &c. 
is only applicable to a part of the human fami- 


ly; and the whole scope of the apostle’s rea- | 


soning must bend to-this parc. nthetical verse— 
this verse which the minister understands as 


being only applicable to a part of mankind ; | 


and which is one of the five verses which the 
apostie includes in a parenthesis. Now, Esq 
Webster says, that ‘a parenthesis includes a 


part of a sentence which is not necessary to | 


make sense, and should be read quicker and 
in e weaker tone of voice.” But the minister 
has turned the thing upside down. He will 
have the greatest stress laid upon the paren. 
thetical reading ; way, ali that follows after 
must bend to it; and having taken for granted 
that the words © They which receive abun 
dance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign in life by one Jesus Christ,” is ap- 
plicable only to a part of mankind; he now 
gives his decision that the apostle has nut the 
least reference to universal salvation. 


It is true that the apostle said inthe last | 


parenthetical verse, ** Much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the gilt of 
tighteousness, shall reign in life by one Jesus 


Now, are we to infer that a!] men, or | 


: Christ ;” but why does it follow that this lan- 
guage is confined to a certain few? What 
other language could the apostle employ, sup- 

‘pose. for instance, he meant that the whole 

human family would receive abundance of 

grace 1 (which seems to be the case from the 
context.) If the answer be, that instead of 
saying ‘* much more they which receive abun- 
dance of grace,” &c he could have said,—~ 
much more shall the whole human family re- 
ceive abundance of grace; I answer, the 
apostle has expressed it in plainer terms in the 
rest ofthe chapter. No honest man can deny 

‘this. It reads for itself and needs no comment. 

The apostle plainly tells who those are, who 

shall ** receive abundance of grace and of the 

gift of righteousness,” and ‘shall reign in life 
by one Jesus Christ,” in the following words: 
| ** Therefore, as by the offence of one, judge 
| ment came upon ali men to condemnation ; 
| Even so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon ALL men PNTO JUSTIFICATION 
or Lire. For as by one man’s disbedience 
| many; Who? the preceding verse expresses 
it, ALL, ** were made sinners, so by the obedi- 
ence of one, shall many” (the same many) 

‘be made rigutrevus Moreover the law en- 
tered that the offence might abound. But 
where sin abounded grace did much more a- 

bound. That as sin hath reigned unto death 

even so might grace reign through righteous- 
mess unto EVERNAL LiFe by Jesus Christ our 
cord.” The sentiment here advanced by the 

Apostle seems .o be clear and conclusive, that 
wherever sin abounds in the huma» family 

that there grace should superabound. But 

says an upstart without a muments reflection z 
If this is the doctrine of the Apostie and the 

doctrine be true, 1 will indulge myseli 1a alt 
manaer of wickedness; no matter how much 

1 sin, { shall be saved, grace will superabound 

sin. ‘This hasty conclusion waich many are 

ready to draw, the Apustle seems to have an« 
ticipated) He interrogates, ‘+ Shall we con- 
tinue in sia that grace may abvaad !” That 
the Apostle believed that grace would supera- 
bound sin wherever it existed, 1s evident from 
his interrogation as well as from his language 
which precedes t. If this is not the case why 
did he assert it ? And why did he thus inter- 
rogate, if he believed endless misery would 
follow the person who should continue in sin, 
would he not have thus interrogated ’ Shall 
we continue in sin that endless misery may 
abound ' But no, the Apostle says, ** Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound ! God 
torbid.” The postle, after informing his 

Roman brethren of the situation of the whole 

haman family —the purpose of God in redeem- 

| ing or delivering them -from the bondage of 
sin; he now appeals to his believing brethren : 

** How stall we that are dead to sin live any 

longer therein 1” May ali who profess the 

| faith of this Apostle, the impartial grace of 
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God, be so dead to sin, as to cease to live any 

longer therein ; knowing that * Jn keeping”’ 

(and not for keeping) ‘his commands there 

is great reward.” A. C. 
Elbridge, September 16, 1827. 





ADVOVATE AlN» INVSSTIG _TOR. 


‘¢ EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 





The necessity of being absent io attend the:Cayuga 
Association, will serve as an apology for the want of 
the usuul quantity of original matter for our paper 
this week. The minutes and circular letter of the 
Genesee Association, which appear on the foregoing 
pages, necessarily excitude much other matter designed 


man mind and compelled the mass of mankind 
(who always oppose improvements) either to 
admit the excellence of the alteration, or deny 
that the sun shines at mid-day. ‘This age may 
justly be 'ermed the age of truth. ‘I'he spirit 
, of investigation has burst from its thraldom of 
| centuries. ‘The chaius which are flang from 
its giant limbs may crush surrounding aristo- 
crats, kings, courtiers, and jugglers. By the 
term ¢his age, | do not confine my view to this 
year or century. The first moment of the age 
of truth ts dated when the great Columbus first 
thought of a western world. Alone, this great 
man had in his mind a passing thought, a vague 


| glimpse of the then wonderful f:ture events 


for insertion in this number. The extracts from | Which thought was the gerine of the present 


* Matual Rights,” are wortiny of attention. Ep. 


WIsOsLuaAn 
FROM THE NEW-YORK ENQUIRER. 
PH.LANTHRO?FY. 

Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives, 

She builds our quiet as she forms our lives; 

Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even, 

And opens in euch breast a little neaven. 

PRIOR. 
The love of mankind is a feeling which 1s | 
calculated to allay in that bosom which enter- | 
tains it, many of the angry passions which 
tear the heart of the misanthropist, or even of 
an individual whose thoughts and energies are 
all concentered upon self, and the litle circle 
of child, brother, parent and friend. I hilan- 
thropy, if guarded by frequent reflection and | 
study of human nature, opens to the mind 
new, ever-varying perpetual and satisfactory 
enjoyments it even enables us, by its enno- 
bling qualities, by the fearless independence | 
of mind which its creates, and by the con- 
scious importance tt establishes im our every 
action, to grow for ever mure intelligent, in- | 
dusirious and cheerful, and consequently to | 
act in private business with more acuteness 
and success, It is those individuals, male and 
female, who have occasionally stept forth from 
the little routine of their money making con | 
cerns, to lovk abroad upon tie eviis in society, | 
and study taeir alleviattou—who have reared | 
our hospitals, prisons, houses of refuge, infant | 
schools, our Jaws and our government. 
What would have been the present state of 

society if there never had been an Alfred, | 
Justinian, Howaid, Wilberforce, Washiagwn, | 
Franklin, Jefferson, Pestallozzi, Lancaster, 
Eddy, and a host of living puilantiropisis, tie 
reformers, the ornaments of the human race, 
and partakers of tie purest bliss which any 
occupation of amusemut could bestow. No 
innovator upon the dail ro nd of seliish em- 
ployments and habits ever found m iny tu agree 
with him watil the insevation had poured its 
genia! beams upya the mountain aud v le, int) 
the lakes, dells and deepest caverns of the hu- | 








| 
| 





| stunted Ksquimaux shrouded 


order of things. - He begged the jewels from 
a woman’s waist to enable him to equip a ves- 
sel to discover those territories, which would 
have made the fortunes of the nations of Eu- 
rope. But mere money-makers were ‘then as 
now. Their minds cramped, their mental en- 
ergiesenervated by luxury and superstition, 
and by the daily, dull, mill-hotse operations. of 
their contemptible occupations. ‘They were, 
and are now, superficial thinkers, and nothing 
but a change of habits, and the lapse of a suf- 
ficent length of time to establish new habits 
of body and mind, could have restored to their 
thoughts thatclearness and independence, and 
that moral courage which would have enabled 
them to investigate the world around them and 
its doctrines, detect absurdity and error, pro- 
claim truth in the teeth of tyranny, ignorance, 
prejudice and folly, and triumph by making 


| knowledge enlighten the darkest places in the 


moral world, and shine and warm and enliven 
all nations like the glorious orb of day by its 
effects, defying all disputes about its existence, 
Columbus conducted a irembling superstitous 
crew to a new continent, a new people, a new 
congregation of nations, spread over a vast 
theatre of fields, forests, mountains, lakes, riv- 
ers, seas and islands, embracing every clime 
and every species of savage society, from the 
in rein deer 
skins amongst eternal tce and snows at the 
north p-le, to the southern extremity of the 


| globe, ina line in the centre of which the en- 


errate1 Mexican reposed in fragrant groves of 
the lemon and orange, sheltered from the 
burning airs of the Equator. Under the ban- 
ner of the cross came the Catholick and 
the Protestant across the extended wilder- 


ness of waves, and drove by the artille- 
ry of Europe, the sons of the forest into 
the western «aves and prairies. On their 


usurped territories the towns and cities of civ- 
lized and luxurious mau reared to the skies 
their proud spires and steeples. The slaves 
of European tyrants and bigots having seized 
anew and grander world and destroyed tts sea 
coast population, became invigorated, enlight- 
ened and emboldened; they declared in defi- 
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ance of English cannon and the ravings of 


Kings and priestly prelates, that a] men were 
born free and equal, and that this beautiful 
world was made for ali God’s created beings 
and not for a few. They laid the foundation 
of civil and religious freedom. amid the thun 

der of despot armies, and bathed it in their 
blood as they fell. victims to their stern vi tues. 
On the 4th of july, 1776, they lit the beacon 
of truth, whose beams are now enlightenin, 
the world and awakening man tothe estimation 
of his natural rights. From that m»ment the 
fountains of knowledge have poured forth their 
streams in the moral world upon tne surface 
of haman folly, first drowning the her! age of 
vice and the insects of crime. The greater 
species ot the race had began to fly for shelter 
to the rocks, hills and cliffs of ignorant and 
bigot minds. Ere long there will be no resting 
place for a! surdity, ignorance, superstition and 
the consequent human misery, when ‘a shore- 
less ocean” ff truth will ‘tumble round the 
globe.” Science with its wand is touching 
mapy human institutions, and much that ages 
have consecrated to holiness and power, is be- 
coming trifling and preposterous a jest and a 
bye word. Human labour is lessening, and 
rind is making machines of wood and stone, 
and iron, and steam, and air to do our drudg- 
ery, to fabricate our clothing and convey us 
from place to place. Fools have been ambi- 
tious of immense wealth, power, distinction, of 
sceptres, Coronets, mitres, stars, garters and 
crowns, the baubles of an ignorant rabble, of 
creatures who are born, vegetate and rot.— 
What the military conqueror who enslaves na- 
tions has looked upto, as almost above his rea h, 
in the regions of fancy and too much for human 
nature to soar to, viz. the applause of a world, 


the philanthropist fiom his elevation now looks | 


down upon as the vulgar noise of unthinking 
millions, as too degrading for him to receive. 
He spurns it, as a loathsome thing. 


ness of the whole human race. 
OBSERVER. 
eee 

We would seriously invite our readers to 
peruse with attention, the following great 
question nuw pending in the Court of South 
Carolina It involves a principle which, if 
recognized in this country, would go directly 
to disfranchise a very large body of respecta- 
ble people. It would erect our courts of jus- 


tice into inquisitorial tribunals, and tarnish the | 


reputation we have hitherto maintained of sus- 
taining a Jurisprudence founded on equity.— 
It would pollute the streams of justice at their 


fountain, and drive us into tne arms of tlie | 


self-styled orthodox, whether we would or not. 
Besides the ravages it would make upon our 
rights and privileges, it would cramp the ener- 
gies of intellect, and oblige us either to re- 
nounce gur views of a God of universal good- 


ness, whose providence is alike over all men, 
or submit to that denial of justice which the 
question involves.— Olive Branch. 

The question whether the oath of a person 
denying the doctrine of future rewards and 
punishments is valid in law, was.argued in the 
Court of Equity in Union Disttict, S. C. last 
week. His Honour, Judge de Sassure on the 
bench. The case was one of importance, and 
the pleading on both sides, eloquent and learn- 
ed, embracing it is said, every possible view 
of the subject. The person, whose testimony 
is questioned. is Mr Charles Jones, a gentle- 
man with whom the editor has the pleasure to 
be pers~nally and intimately acquainted. He 
isa man of wealth and respectability, and onc 
whose character for uprightness and integrity 
bids defiance to the world) Such is the com- 


| mon report, and contradicted by none—how- 


ever strange it may appear, there is no doubt 
that the very persons who are opposing the 
admission of his testimony in a court of justice, 
could select no man, on whose veracity they 





His aim | 
not individual aggrandizement, but the happi- 





would more readily rely. We speak not this 
| to flaiter Mr. Jones, the community in which 
he resides will freely acquit us of any such 
intention, from their knowledge of his charac- 
ter. We speak but to show the absurdity of 
human conduct, where interest stands opposed 
to principle, and the oppression and downright 
tyranny always engendered by the slightest 
possible connexion between religion and civil 
| law. The decree of the Court has not been 
| divulged. We understand that whatever the 
| decree may be, the case will be carried up to 
the Court of Appeals, for a final decision. 

We cannot but hope that for the honour, 
| the peace and quietness of the State ; for the 
| honour of its laws, and its judiciary depart- 
nent, the question will be decided favourably 
to our persecuted brethren. Ifnot, the con- 
sequences will be serious, if not awful. In 
addition tothe degradation of free born citi- 
zens, to a rank little above that of slaves, there 
are many reasons why its operation would be 
greatly to be deprecated. There are thou- 
sands of persous in this state, believing in ne 
| future rewards and punishment; and among 
‘them, a full share of gentlemen of Wealth, 

Talents, and Respectability. ‘These persons 

collect debts on book account; they cannot 

act as jurors, nor officers under the govern- 
| ment, they can neither lend legal aid to pro- 
| tect others from fraud, nor proteot themselves. 
In short, a decision against them would de- 
prive them of the privileges of freemen,: ex- 
pose them to the malignity, abuse and craft of 
the most abandoned wretches, and place them 
in circumstances to which, we do not believe, 
any body of American citizens ought to, or 
will, quietly submit. Publick functionaries 
may think it a light business, but should they 
decide against us, they may find it a more se- 
rious one than they ars aware of. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEE. 
Perpetual Motion.—Mr. Lewis Babcock, 
a watchmaker at Ware Factory Villaye, has 
constructed a machine of brass. of about 
eighteen inches high and ten inches wide, 
Which has the power of winding itself up once 
in five minutes. by means of a spring tever, 
that falls instantly, without diminishing or 
retarding the power of the machine. When 
put together it commences motion immediately, 
without any starting cause, and moves a pen- 
duljum at about the same rate of a clock pen- 
dulum. Weare informed that it has now been 
ruuning about five weeks incessantly; and 
several distinguished mechanics who have seen 
it, say that they see no reason to hinder its 
running perpetually, until itis worn out. ‘The 
ingenious inventor intends taking it to Wash- 
ington the approaching winter.—Springfield 
Rep. 
Law intelligence eziraordinary.—Yester- 
day, at the Court of Sessions now helding in 
this city, Garrett Simmons, a stout and rather 


on 


—— nent tata li apts 


; be 105 years of age, was seritenced to the 
esos of correction on Monday as a common 
| drunkard. He had but just finished a six 
months sojourn there. When aman gets 
drank at the age of 100, he must be incorri« 
gible.— Boston Patriot. 


Commodore Tingey who has had the com. 
mand of the naval station at Washington for 
nearly twenty five years, took his seat on Mon- 
day last as a member of the Board of Navy 
Commissioners, to which- seat he has been 
preferred. 

Yellow Fever at New-Orleans.—The New- 
Orleans Advertiser of the 7th inst says, that 
“though the prevailing yellow fever be unusn- 
ally mild in its character, yet the bills of mor- 
tality show that itis fatal in many instances. 
During the week ending on the 2nd inst. there 
were 21 interments in the Protestant Burying 


| Ground, 14 of which were cases of yellow 
fever. 


There was also a considerabie number 
of interments in the Catvolic ground during 


‘ the same period ; and though the diseases are 


good looking white man, was arraigned for , 


stealing a chemise. 
Grew, a bold faced damsel, was arraigned for 
stealing a pair of pantaloons. The eccentric 
taste of these rogues excited no little merri- 
ment in the audience, which was much enhan- 
ced by the sheepish manner in which Simmons 
plead guilty of his ungallant crime, and the 
brazen taced boldiess with which Mrs. Grew 
admitted che took the breeches, but denied 
she stole them. 

The result demonstrated that Garret was 
the honestest thief of the two. Susan was 
convicted, and each were sent three months 
to imprisonment at hard labour, where the 
state will supply their wants, in a manner 
more appropriate to their respective sexes 
than they evinced in making their own selec- 
tions.— Phila. Sent. 

Worthy of Record.—-I observed in a news- 
paper a few days since something like the fol- 
lowing: A gentleman in company witha friend 
had his butcher’s bill presented ; he paid it 
promptly and observed— ‘1 will have no more 
éutcher’s meat in my house this year.” How 
so says his friend it is now the beginning of 


the year? “I will pay for it when I get it— 
then it will be my meat.” [How many read 
the printer’s papers '] 


Hudson and Deleware Canal.—The Sulli- 
van Whig says, that the late breach, which 
was not as bad as has been stated, has been 
repaired, and a boat passed through since, from 
the Deleware tothe Hudson. Several boats 
have also cleared from Wurtsborough, for the 
purpose of taking out wood, lumber, &c.— 
So that the canal cen be saidto be in ample 
order for use. 


At the same time, Susan } 


} 


not mentioned in the public reports, yet some 
to our knowledge, were yellow fever cases of 
a malignant kind.” 








| 


_ Bectick Department. 


THE BIRTH OF LIGHT. 
Like the tempest’s wreath round the mountains 
eurl’d— 
Night's mantle of mist was thrown over the 
world; ; 
Whirling around in the abyss of space, 
It’shuge dark form, void of feature or grace 
Roll’d alone in the sphere of its birth, 
Ere the thunderer spoke into being, the earth, 
Around it was flowing the waters of ocean, 
With a wild, and sullen, irregular motion; 
Within it the voice of the Volcan was speaking. 
Whilst the fire of its breath, itsdark mantle was 
streaking ; 
Above it, inlight, was the God of its being, 
Alone, iu the greatness of self, the all-seeing, 





Hark! the mountains leap, rejoicing, 
At that wild and mellow voicing; 
Stills the ocean, in its rushing, 

As that melody is gushing; 

Lo! the Volcan, stays his thunder, 
And his red-eyes ope in wonder ; 
Earth in all her parts rejoices, 

With her myriad of voices ; 

O'er the eastern realm is streaking, 
Hues of white, like lightning breaking ; 
Now the ocean drinks it splendour, 
Shining bolder, and less tender. 

Now the mountains form a cluster; 
To receive the rising lustre ; 

Now the vallies hail the morn, 

Earth rejoices—Light is born! 
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